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A CLOSER LOOK:Isroreleases Moon images 
captured by Chandrayaan-3’s Vikram lander 

Organisation (Isro} on Friday 
released visuals of the Moon 

captured by cameras positioned 
on the Lander Module of 
Chandrayaan-3 spacecraft, The 
images, captured after the sep- 
aration of the Lander Module 
from the Propulsion Module of 
the spacecraft on Thursday, 
showed the craters onthe 
Moon's surface that were 
marked on the photographs 
released by Isro as 
‘Giordano Bruno' and ‘Harkhebi 
1. The Lander Module compris- 
ingthe lander (Vikram)and the 
rover {Pragyan) will on Friday be 
lowered to an orbit that takes it 
closer to the Moon's surface for 
the soft landing on the Lunar 
south pole on August 23, m 

I ndianSpace Research 

Kotahostels to have deviceon 
ceiling fans to stop student suicides 
'RESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Kota, 16 August 

Worried by a spate of suicides by hanging, 
the authorities in this coaching hub have 
taken a desperate measure — ordering 
hostels to install a spring device on ceiling 
fans to stop students from taking their 
lives. Twenty students preparing for com- 
petitive exams in Kota have died by suicide 
so far this year, authorities say. Last year, 
the figure was 15, 

The “anti-suicide measure™ was dis- 
cussed on August 12ata meeting between 

Kota officials and other stakeholders. On 
Wednesday, Deputy Commissioner O P 
Bunkar issued the directions, demanding 
strict compliance, 

Action will be taken against hostel 
owners and their managements if the 
directions on fans are not followed, the 
administration said, 

This is how the device works: If an 
object weighing more than 20 kilosis hung 
from the fan, the spring attached to it 
expands, making it impossible for some- 
one to commit suicide by this method. 
Simultaneously, a siren goes off. 

Back in 2017 the Kota Hostels 
Assoclation had discussed the measure. 

Experts are unsure how far a “suicide- 
proof” ceiling fan will help stressed stu- 
dents. This month, the district adminis- 
tration decided that periodic psychological 
tests will be conducted on students to 
determine if they are at risk. 

Four Kota students have committed 
suicide this month alone, according to 
police, On Tuesday, an 18-year-old IIT-JEE 
aspirant from Bihar's Gaya allegedly 
hanged himself from an “iron angle” in 
his PG room. 

KoLkaTa | saTurDaY, 19 aucusT 2023 Business Standard 

Between art, fleshand motherhood 
NANDINI BHATIA back. 

“True story. | grew up in-between boarding 
schools in Kurseong-Darjeeling and now 
erased from memory and history — the 
kothas of Bow Bazaar, Calcutta, and 
Congress House, Bombay, where 
my mother worked as a courte- 
san or who you call a zawif, ora 
baiji. Ask me more if you are 
curious, It is not something 1 am 
ashamed of, nor should you hesi- 
tate.” Manish Gaekwad wrote in 
22018 blog post. 

Five years late, he steps up 
and writes the story of his mother 

BOOKS 
it compasion and an  SIDEAS 
impossible empathy, coming 
from a son for a mother “with a past”, In 
The Last Courtesan, Gaekwad’s words — 
acting as & surrogate — give birth to his 
mother's story; as if repaying the debt of Bollywood songs 
life {and its strength). A son's story is his - Bollywood heroine: 
mother’s as much as it Is his own, which 
we see clearly in the mother-son duo 
becoming the nartator-writer of this mov- 
Ing memoir of tragedy and survival — 
true against-the-odds story, 

But let us not get ahead of purselves, 
Rekha-bal — the last courtesan of the 

woman, a fighte: 

indicates 

aekwad pays each role its due. Itis 
his mother’s memoir but he makes sure and The Hindu and co-written the 2020 
that it is not just a mother’s story, butofa 

and a survivor, “She 
never weighs what she wants o sa 
measure its worth,” he wrote. 

Having had to restart many 
times in her life, 
“mastered the art of the return”. 
Naseeb — fate, destiny — is a 
prominent theme In her story. 
Rekha accepts her fate, perhaps 
out of necessity, and moves for- 
ward. Sporting a Thums-Up bot- 
tle on her head, her picture on 
the book cover 

innocence that 
most of us lose as life 
wears us down. Drawing 
her strength from ghazals, 

s, she 
says, "It was good ina way 
that all bad things hap- 
pened to me so early In 
life — so there were no 
surprises left for later.” 
She finds kindness in 
strangers and opportuni- 

essays and profiles for <> Scroll, Midday 

Netflix show She with Imtiaz Ali. His debut 
novel, Lean Days gave us a glimpse of his 

1 lifeand aspirations. Ina conversation with 
Harper Broadcast he shares his journey as 
a writer, the challenges of finding “objec- 
tivity” in writing his mother’s memoir, "As 
earlyas 17is when I wanted to tell her story. 
Lattempted the first chapter but gave up, 
It took me twenty years to return to her 
story.” he says. 

The Last Courtesan — recorded and 
written in the final years of Rekha-bai’s life 
— gives us the context of his literary jour- 

ney. He is now working on 
his father's story — 4 man 
who was absent for mostof 
hislife, even inhis scattered 
presence — a daunting 
task. if you ask me. 
Nonetheless, this continu- 

ity — of an artiste’s aspira- 
tion —easily becomes a 
child’s closure —of finding 
and telling one's parents’ 
stories, and by extension. 
one’s own. 

With on-screen/literary 
representation of tawaifs as 

ekha-bai had 

an 

and 

bomb-hit, abandoned, early nineties' Bow ties In dark, violent . seen In Vikram Seth's A 
Bazaar and Bandook Gully —played many  alleys. THE LAST COURTESAN: Suitable Boy (1993), or Sanjay 
roles. As a daughter, she was borntoa  Mostofall, she learnt W"'“"gm&”““ S Leela Bhansali's Gangubai 
drunkard father — whom everyone called 
Tuadiya, for all the toddy he drank —and a 

to read men ~ their gaze, 
touch and general pres- 

Kathigwadi (2022), or as 
Author: Manish early as Shyam Benegal's 

UM3ER WIS 

HOW MANY LETTERS DOES THE 
POSTAL DEPT STILL DELIVER? 

mother, “Gullo™ —who fed the family and 
had no time to waste singing lullabies to 
her nine daughters, Only the final child, a 
son, enjoyed such privileges. She grew up 
ina povertyand hunger-stricken home (if 
we cancall It that), in the shadow of Meena 
Kumari — “thinking of herself as a trage- 
dienne like the actress — unwanted and 
unloved.” 

At age 10, she is married— rather, sold 
— into a family of bednis — who sell her 
on 1o a ketha in Calcutta upon hitting 
puberty. Transferred like property from 
oneownerand one place to another, Rekha 
spends a lifetime trying to take control of 
her life -through money, reputation, cou- 
rageand faith— between Poona, Caleutta, 
Bombay (and its lovechild, Bollywood) and 

ence - before she learnt Gaekwad Mandi (1983) or Kamal 
to read books. Young, Publisher: Amiohi's Pukeezah (1972) for 
flerce and  resilient HarperCollins that matter, The Last 
despite her circum-  Pages: 200 Price: 499  Courtesan notonly adds o 
stances, she raises a son 
and gives him the life she and her siblings 
were denied. “Ina kotha, a girl is more pre- 
cious than a boy,” and yet, Rekha made 
sure that her son got an education, even if 
it meant steering him into 4 life alien to 
her own — of forks and a forelgn language 
she could never understand, things that 
had no place in her world. One can imag- 
ine the pride with which she must have 
gleamed as her son grew up and found a 
way to converge his world with her own. 

Gaekwad — author, journalist and 
script writer — has written poems, stories, 

the genre, but gives It a 
touch of reality that we often fail (or per- 
haps, fear) to confront. The book stands 
for the sobrietyof the fading performative 
arts, as opposed 1o the indignity of being 
compared to sex-work because "anything 
a woman does independently has always 
been read as her compromising her bod 
Itis an astute reminder of why we need to 
tell our stories and a reassurance that life 
Is bullt with courage and nothing less. 

The writer reviews books on Instagram 
@@read.dream.repeat 

Sprinter Dutee Chand to challenge 4-yr Nadaban 
Double Asian Games silver medallist Dutee 
Chand will challenge the four-year ban 

two samples taken in December last 
found to contain “other 

year were 
anabolic 

imposed on the celebrated Indian athlete by 
the National Anti-Doping Agency (Nada) for ckages still go through it daily as the dept's finances dwindle 

= failing two out-of-competition dope tests for a 

:fl:&rggm e 7y 100 Patiaval sioort 
holder was on Thursday served the ban after  almost identical substances. L 

(Number of mail pieces in million) 

agents/SARMS”, which is listed under “Wada's 
2023 prohibited list of non-specified sub- 
stances™. 

The samples were taken on December 5 and 
26 respectively and both returned positive for 
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August 10, will replace the Indian 
Post Office Act, 1898, 

‘The 2023 legislation does not 

WLSTRATION: EINAY SINF 
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